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But it had a direct bearing on the mo-
tion. I saw o trotting race down there,
and I can honestly say I vever witnessed
more deliberate roping in my life.
Surely this bas o bearing on the motion.
Because even the man betfing in  the
street and thus breaking lhe law has a
right to be protected, and if he bets in
the street on those horses 1 saw racing
at Bicton he has no possible chance ot
winning. In eonclusion 1 challenge the
Government 1o refuse {o bring in the
lezislalion asked for. 1 eclaim that the
support ot Parliament is due to the com-
mitlee, and unless we get that full o
unqualified suppori, I for ene will cer-
lainly resign from (he commitiee.
Question—put and passed.

House adjourned at 5 p.m.
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By the Minister for Lands {for the
Acting Premier) : Audil of Trading Con-
cerns under the Trading Concerns Aet,
1912, as on the 18th September. 1915,

QUESTION — ESPERANCE-NOR'TH-
WARDS RATLWAY.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Minister for

Works: What tonnage of material for

the construetion of ihe Esperance-Norih-
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wards Railway has been sent to Esper-
ance—({a.} sleepers; (h.}) rails and fas-
tenings? 2, What is the name of the
firm which has been given the charter?
3, What amount per ton has heen paid,
or 1% to be paid, for freight on same? 4,
Were Lenders called in the vsual way? 5,
How many wiles of line will such ma-
terial constrnet?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, {a.) About 688 loads; (b.)
about 1GG lons, alse G jeity wagons and
soindries. 2, No charter has been made.
3. Rails, lastenings, and sundries, £1 7s.
fid. per ton; 6 jetly lrncks, £31 8s. {he lot;
slecpers, £2 per load. 4, Tt is not the
usnal husiness inethod of calling lenders
when booking freight. 5, Two miles of
rails and fastenings; 11 miles of sleepers.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPEN-
SION.

Control of Trade in WWar Time -dct Con-
{inuance Bill,

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson—Guildierd) [4.33]: Be-
fore the Orders of the Day are called 1
desire to ask the House to agree Lo the
suspension of the Standing Orders for the
sole purpose of enabling the passing of
lem 3 through all its stages to-day. 'Fhis
is rendeved neeessary hecause, nnless we
el the Bill 1o lhe Legiglative Council 1o-
day, we shall he unable to re-enact it be-
fure the expiration of the Bill on the
30th September. T will explain the de-
tails of the Bill later.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You only wish
o suspend lhe Standing Orders for (he
purpose of dealing with this one Bili?

The MINTSTER FTOR LANDS: Thal
is so. [ move—

Thal so mueh of the Standing Orders
be suspended us lo permit the passing
of the Contrel of Trade in War Time
Act Conlinuance Bill through its re-
maining slages on this day.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is an ahsolute
majority of the House present and I
declare the motion ecarried.
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BILL—CONTROL. OF TRADE IN
WAR TIME  ACT CONTINT-
ANCE,

Second Leading.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson—Guildford) [4.35] in
moving the geeond reading said: The in-
troduction of this Bill iz rendered neces-
sary beeause another place in g wisdom
limited Lhe operations of the measure,
whiell was introduced last session, until
the 301k Scptenber of this year. When
the Bill was orviginnlly introduced it was
proposed 1o allow il lo eeniinue during
the curreney of (e war, and while (hat
was the general idea of the Bill the limi-
{ation renders il necessary to introduce it
again this year., 1 would like to poini out
that the Commission, which was ap-
pointed under the RBill, was appointed
under lhe Foodstulls Commission Aef,
which was also infroduced tast session,
but thal Aet coulinues in foree during
lhe curreney of the war and ean be pro-
claimed from lime to time. The Cow-
mission which was appointed under the
Foodsinlfs Comunssion was given power
to get all informaiion in regard lo stocks
leld by different merchants and gener-
ally invesligale mailers in regard to ihe
supply of foodstuffs, and continues, and
the Conirol of Trade in War Time Act,
on whiclh the limitation has heen placed,
enables 1he Commission to lix prices and
generally regulate them so that an in-
justice will not be done to the general eon-
sumer.

Mr. George: What is the personnel of
the Commission?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: DMr.
Simpson is the chairman, and Mr. Rae
and the Hon. T. H, Bath comprise the
remaining memhers of 1he Commission.

Mr. Thomson: And whal salary are
they receiving?

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: 1T
think they are receiving £750 a year
each. In regard to the work of the Com-

mission, I think that, while there may
have been at the oulsel some liitle mis-
understanding with regard to the work, T
ean say now that the Commission is work-
ing smoothly with the general husiness
eommunily and, at the same time, is see-
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ing that trade is so regulated that the
consumer is noi uwnduly penalised. Most
of the work of tlte Commission has heen
done by privale conference with he vari-
ous tradespeeple and Dbusiness people,
and hy arriving at an understanding as
lo what the maximum prices should be
without going lo the {rouble of fixing
maximum prices. Then again, in eertain
commodities it hos been rendered neces-
sary for the Commission to fix lhe maxi-
mum prices. 1 think it is to be said o
the credit of (he Commission that Lhe
members of il have been able {o arrive al
an undersianding with the producers in a
large majority of cases withount flixing Fhe
prices. [ v not think that 1 need (ake
wp any wore time than to quote what was
said by the c¢hairman of the Clamber of
Commeree, spenking ab the annual meei-
ing of that body on the 24th Augusi, in
reference to emergency legislation passed
by the Government, he said—

As regards {he confrel of irnde,
some of ihe Stales many prices which
were fixed had been reseinded, but the
maral  effeei  of {he Commission
Wesiern Ausiralia had been enormous
and most of the work had been done
hy private conference wilth {hose in-
lerested, and tn his opinion the Com-
mission had justified ils exislence.

That is a tribute from 1he chairman of
ihe Chamber of Commerce and speaks
volumes and demonslrates, so far as the
husiness people are concerned, thal every-
thing is working smoothly. From ihe con-
sumer’s poinf of view T think the prices
in Western Ausiralia compare favourahly
wilh (hose in other parts of Australia,
We have the fieures quoted regularly by
Mr. Knibhs, the Commonwealth slatistie-
ian, in regard lo the increased priees in
the enst of living sinee the outhreak of
the war. and this demonstrates the faet
ihat in Western Auslralia we do et
throngh remarkably well. A grest deal
of the eredit for this State of thines is
due fo the Commission, and T do not
think that there ean be any objection o
conlinue lhe operations of that Com-
mission,  either  from  the  point
of view of present necessifies. or from
the point of view of Lhe yersonnel of the
Commission. From the State’s point of
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view I think it will be recognised that
it is essential that the Commission should
be continued because the war is still with
us, and the difficuliies that we were in
the midst of when the Bill was introduced
still continue, and it is necessary that we
should show {hat the consumers are pro-
tected, and that ne undue advantage is
taken of the difficulties that are beset-
ting the communities of Western Auns-
tralia and the world generally at the pres-
ent lime.

Hon. Frank Wilson: FHave they ne
work to do at the present time?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
are constantly arranging prices with the
general merchants, Tor instance, quite
recently they came te an understanding
in regard to the price of sugar. That
was particularly as a result of the atti-
tude of the Commonwealth Government.
Sinee that, arrangements have becn made
in regard fo butler. Then, members of
the Commission gn throneh the &oldfclds
districts. Mr. Rae, I think, leaves to-
night for the Murehison and Meekatharra
for the purpose of investigating com-
plaints whieh have been received from that
centre. Again, they have been on the
goldfields, and while there have had con-
ferences and arrived at understandings
willt the general retailers as to prices.
Genernlly speaking, the Commission is
kept very husy indeed. It is taking up
a lot of My, Simpson’s time and, in my
opinion, {he Commission has justified ilg
existence because its memhers are restrict-
ing any undue increase of prices and
they are doing it in such a manner that
they are not ecaunsing any serions comm-
plaint from the business people.

Hon. J. D. Connoliy: Do you
they are justified in spending
£2,000 in 12 months?

The MINTSTER FOR TANDS: The
Commission can go cut of existence if
we can get over the difficulties which besel
us at the present fime.

Me. James Gavdiner: Why not have
one Commission instead of three?

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: The
Commission is cotnposed of Mr. Simpsen,

think
over
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the Chairman, Mr, Rae, and Mr. Bath,
and that is the only Commission.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [446]:
1 think we are all in accord with the in-
tention of the Act to regulate prices so
that no one shall make undue profits out
of the community in times of stress such
as we are going through to-day, but I
would like to see Section 4 of the Aet
amended. T think we are paying too
much money for the amount of benefit
which the community are receiving. It
is cosling over £2,000 in salaries, and 1
think we ean still get the same effect by
having members of the civil service ap-
puinted fo the Commission. As a matter
of fact the Chairman is a civil servant
and 1 think the work of the Commission
wonld be effected much more economieally
than is being done at the present time it
my suggestion were adopted. We are
Taced with a falling revenune and we are
looking ont for varions means of econo-
mising. lu my opinicn this i= nne of
the places where we can effect an economy
of at least over £2,000. We can still have
the Connrpission, and the intention of the
Act ean still be put into foree, I pro-
pose, when the Bill is in Committee, to
move an amendment to the effeet that
the Roval Commission shall be composed
entively of members of the service. There
are many civil servants at the present time
who are not overtaxed with work and if
we appointed them we would be able to
got the work done at considerably less
cost to the country.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [4.49]: I
do not consider it is neeessary that this
Commission should eontinue to hold office.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: Not snch a bhig
Commission.

Mr. WILLMOTT: We have three com-
missioners each drawing a salary of £750
and a low estimate of the cost of the
Commission is £4,000 per annum, FEcon-
amy is the prevailing note at the present
time or it should be; then why throw
this extra burden on an already over-bur-
dened commuonity? In my opinion Mr.
Rae, one of the members of the Commis-
ion, has absolutely upset the whole State
in the past by vsurping the rights and
funetions of the Czar.
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The Minister for Works: He is one of
the best men who ever sat on a Commis-
sion.

Mr. WILLMOTT: That may be the
hon, member’s opinion but it is not mine.

The Minister for Works: He is a
really good man.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Have the members
of the Commission justified the retention
of their services? In my opinion they have
not. In the past we had a scarcity of
comnmodities, We were short of wheat
for seed and for gristing. The poultry-
men wanted feed and there was a scarcity
all vound. But what are we looking for-
ward o in the foture? A superfluity of
the very things that these people had to
deal with. There is another point. As
we are going to have a superfluity, 1
would point out that the Commissioners
do not fix the minimum, they only fix
the maximum and it is going to he the
minimum that will trouble ws in the
futare. T am afraid we shall not get
enough for what we are growing this
vear to make it a payable proposition.
T think that the laws of supply and de-
mand will settle the prices most effect-
ually. The evidence whieh has come to
my knowledge has not shown me that
the retail trade have made any violent
aftempt to unduly derange prices.
Therefore, the Commission have nothing
to plume themselves on in this respect.
The Government have power to deal with
any matter which may be likely to crop
up and I think they ean do that equally
as well as the board, and in saying that
I am not paying the Government any
great compliment. The expense of the
hoard will be saved and on the score of
economy therefore the board should go.
If, in the opinion of the House, it is
necessary to still have a Commission, then
T think one Commisioner shounld be suffie-
ient, and Mr. Simpson could earry out
the duties effectively. T cannot support
the measure. which will re-create a board
whieh, in my opinion, is at the present
time quite unnecessary.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)

[4.54]: T wonld have been better pleased
if the Minister had given ws a more de.
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tailed aceount of the work this Commis-
sion has done during the period of its
cxistence,

The Minister for Lands: They publish
their reports regularly.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: Has not the
Minister an official document to present
to the House? I must confess that T
have not been able to follow the details
of the work of the Commission. I know
they have been parficularly busy. The
personnel of the Commission should not
come into the question. We are asked to
consider whether the measure in exist-
ence is to be re-enacted.

Mr, Taylor: Whether there is really
a necessity for it.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Yes. We
thonght last session that, owing to the
war, it was necessary that the Govern-
ment should have extreme powers and
Parliament gave  the Government ex-
treme powers in many directions, powers
which they might or might not be called
upon to ezercise in the interests of the
people generally. This is one instance.
When gentlemen under the law are em-
powered to interfere with the ordinary
channels of trade and to fix prices for
the necessaries of life, and when every-
thing by proclamation ean be made a
necessity of life, that must cause a cer-
tain amount of friction, and it did at the
inception., T have not heard of many
complaints of late; therefore I must
come to the conclusion, either that there
is no work being done by the board, that
they have fnished their usefulness, or
else the work is being done in such a
manner that it meets with the approval
of the public gemerally. That is how it
appeals to me. I want to deprecate any
attack on an individual member of the
hoard.

Mr. Willmott: Perhaps you bave not
suffered under the board.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member has no right to single out any
one individual and attack him in this
Chamber. e can attack the Commission
as a body. Mr. Rae, to whom he re-
ferred, was appointed on my recommen-
dation.
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The Minisier for Works:
really good man.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: Ar. Rae
was appointed because of his life-long
experience in connection with necessaries
of life.

Mr. Willmott: Wheat?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Flour aud
all the products of wheat, Al that time,
and I still think so, Mr. Rae had every
qualification for the position. He was
the one man that I could select in West-
ern Australia who had ihe most varied ex-
perience, who was at liberty, and who
had no personal interest in any avenue
of trade in the Stale; He may have made
wistakes but if he has done s¢, then they
are the mistakes of the Commission as
a whole, because they have endorsed that
gentleman’s aclions. It is not right that
hon. members should attack gentlemen
who are giving their services to the State,
even though they are receiving emolu-
ments, These swwluwends, bowever, are
nothing in ecomparison to what gentlemen
like Mr. Rae could earn in private life.
Let us diseuss whether this Commission
has finished its work and whether the
times are such now that ‘we can do with-
out them, and allow the Act to expire. T
do not know that we can say that such a
time hes arrived. We passed the measure
when war broke out, feeling that there
were many difficult matters which would
have to receive attention. The war is
still with us and is likely to be with us
for the next two years, in my opinion,
possibly longer. To-day T believe we are
as nearly normal as we can be so far as
prices of supplies are concerned. It is
marvellous what little dislocation there
has been since the war broke out in con-
nection with finance and trade gener-
ally. Ts that likely to eontinue? Can we
satisfy ourselves that we shall nol re-
guire the operation of this Aet any
longer? 1 for one would be rather chary
about coming to a definite conclusion.

The Minister for Lands: The very fact
that one mewber of the Commission has
to go to Meekatharra to-night is evidence
that the existence of the Commission is
still necessary.

And he is a

1081

Mr. Taylor: There has been an appli-
cation from Meekatharra for a visit from
the Commission for the past six or seven
months.

The Minister for Lands: They claim
that the prices charged are too high,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That shows
that the inhabitants of this portion of
the State feel there is work for the Com-
mission to do on their behalf. I wonld

be very chary of agreeing fo this
measure being removed from our
statute-book. I think it would be
wise to pass the Bill, and then

if the Government find that the Commis-
sion ean he dispensed with, surely in the
interests of economy it will be their duty
to see that it is suspended for the time
being. 1 take it there is no reason why
the Commission should not be dishanded,
provided the Government are satisfied
they can do without their advice. Then,
if an oecasion does arise belween this and
next September when Parliament is in
session again, they should be called to-
gether. They could be re-appointed. I
think the Bill should be passed. Whether
it should be amended rests with the
judgment of members of the House.
Some have snggested that we should have
one commissioner and that he should be
a civil servant, Mr. G. W. Simpson, I
presume, 1 do nol agree with this. If
tbe Commission are to exercise these
powers, we should bave some outside ad-
vice, We should have men who have been
aceustomed to trade and commerce gen-
erally and who could take a wider view
than a man who has spent all his life in
the public service,

Mr. Thomson: Would not the Cham-
ber of Commerce give him advice? They
have in the past.

Mr. Foley: And given good advice.

Mr. Thomson: According to the Min-
isler they have at any rate.

Mr. Foley: That is what they are
there for.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I would re-
mind the leader of the Couniry Party,
who is evidently opposed to the Bill in
its entirety:

Mr. Willmott: Not in its entirey. I
said if it is necessary to have one com-
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missioner, have one, but I pointed out
that one member of the Comtnission
would be better off that body.

The Minister for Lands: If there is
one ¢ommissioner who should be there, he
is the one,

Hon. FRANK WILSON; Tlhe hon.
gentleman did not bring any direct
charge against that commissioner or show
that he bad failed in his duty. Ile made
a general statement to the effect that he
himself was not satisfied with that com-
missioner’s aections, but I depreecate an
attack being made on one commissioner.
The Commission as a whole are to blame,
if there be any blame,

Mr. Willmott; If I had bad lime, I
could bave quoted a eolumn about it.

Hon. FRANEK WILSON: Agan 1
would point out that the hon. mmember
meust blame the Commission and not an
individual member of it. The chairman,
equally with the other members, must
carry the responsibility.  The farmers
weleomed the original Aect.

The Minister for Lands: It will be a
bad day for them if it is not conlinued.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And why
did the farmers welcome it? Because, on
the showing of the hon. member, there
was a shortage of wheat, and they did not
desire to lack seed wheat.  Thercfore,
they said: “Certainly let us bave this
legislation. Let us have a commission ap-
pointed.” I think I suggested a commis-
sion in order that we might be sure of
getting seed wheat supplies, and, further,
that farmers might not have to pay toe
much for them. The commission have got
through that troublous time, and, though
there may bave been some individual in-
justice here and there and some errors
made, T repeat what T said when the Bill
was introduced originally, that T wounld
be sorry to take on the work which had to
be carried out at that time. The Commis-
sion may have reached ecalmer waters
now, but they had a very rongh passage
at first. Tt was a very diffienlt task, but
the farmers have got through the seed
wheat diffienlty which was the main in-
centive for passing the original Aet, and
now I suppose evervthing is wrong with
the personnel of the Commission and
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with the Act itself. 1 cannot agree with
that; I do not think it is a fair view to
take. We shonld endeavour to view the
matter from a broader standpeint than
that of eomplaint against an individual
commissiguer. If there is a complaint to
be made against any individual commis-
sioner, lhere is a proper way to make it.
If an hon. member cannot get satisfae-
tion from the Government, he can intro-
duce a mwotion and have it disenssed in
the House on its merits, But that should
not influence ug in regard to the legisla-
tion we are asked to consider. Someone
interjected that the Commission could net
fix a mimimum price. Of course not; they
ean only fix a maximum price, especially
with wheat, whieh is a e¢ommodity
world-wide demand. Tt would be impos-
sible to fix 2 minimum price for wheat.

Mr. Willmott: Who wanied them to?

Ilon. PFRANK WILSON: I said some-
one mterjected to that effect.

Mr. Willmott: T said they could nol.
It wonld be very nice for us if they could.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, it wounld
not, hecause farmers would not sell their
wheat. Tt would be on their hands,

Ar. Willmott: Then von would starve.

AMr. Foley: They were very ecareful
about a maximum price when the Bill
was introduced.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course it
is the maximuwmn price that must be fixed
and that must be decided by the law of
snpply and demand at all times.

Mr. Willmott: You are supporting my
argnnment.

Ton. FRANK WTLSOXN: I am glad of
that. T do not intend to oppose the sec-
ond reading because [ admit there was
justifieation  for this measure twelve
months agn. The war is still continning
and, if it is not necessarv to-day, it might
he necessary at any time during the eon-
tinnance of the war. Tet ns have the
legislation on the statute-book and, if the
flovernment ean see their way to econo-
mise, certainly let them do it.  They
should not expend £4,000 a year if there
is no work to he done. T have advoecated
that, in any Government department, men
should not he kept in idleness. If there
is no work for the Commission to do,
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their services should be dispensed with.
This £4,000 should not be expended un-
less the country is getling a fair return
for it, but for that the Government are
responsible and must exercise their judg-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: Do you think
that either Mr. Rae or Mr. Bath would
continue to sit there and colleet their fees
if the work did not justify it9

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 am sure
Mr. Rae would not; in fact, I do not
fhink either of these gentlemen wonld. 1
think they would be only too ready to
repori to the Government if their work
had finished for the time being, and sng-
gest that they shounld be relieved of their
office and that the Commission should be
suspended. I hope the seeond reading
will be enrried and if, in Committee, any
hon., member suggests any amendment, it
will receive due econsideration.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[5.8]: There can be no guestion that this
is a proper time for anv memher tn raiss
any question on the Bill. The Bill was
introduced last year, dealing with a fenta-
tive proposition, due to the State and the
whole British BEmpire being in the throes
of a great war whieh is not yet a thing of
the past. and precautions were suggested
which seemed to be wise in order to meet
any sitnation which might arise. We
have had a year's trial of those precau-
tions and during the trial the centlcmen
who have taken the responsibility on their
shoulders have been the subject of vari-
ons complaints and, in many instances, T
have no donbt, justifiable complaints,
thongh probably some were not justifi-
able. Surelv, therefore, it is competent
for anv member, if he chooses, to ques-
tion the propnsition either as to an indi-
vidual or the whole of the members of
the Commission.  That is a matter of
taste. Whatever we may think in con-
nection with the individnal members, or
the ("fomamission as a whole. we ¢annot be
blind fn the fact that there has heen dur-
ing the last 12 months any number of
complaints from people who considered
themselves agegrieved in comneetion with
the dealings of the Commission. While
T think it s necessary to eontinue the op-
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erations of the Act, if a member like the
leader of the Country party holds any
strong views that the administration of
the Act has not been in the best interests
of the people affected, be is quite within
his rights in bringing the matter before
the notice of Parliament. Whatever the
personnel of the Commission may have
been, the introduction of an Aect of Par-
liament, the operations of which the
people had only the scantiest idea, must
necessarily at the ountset have led to some
confusion and probably to some injustice
though wnintentional, and some pecuniary
loss, but the lessons of the last 12 months
should cause us to conclude that, if it is
by reason of instructions which were not
as distinetly given at the time as they
would be to-day with the experience we
have had, it should be for the Minister to
take notice of the complaints and endea-
vour to put the matter on a proper foot-
ing. 1 teke it this is what the member
for Nelson degired ond I thivk he was
nquite within his rights in directing atten-
tion to the matter.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth)
[5121: I do not intend to oppose the
Bill because I think Parliament is ¢uite
justified in passing the measure. The
Commission have done very good work
indeed and, seeing that the Aect was
passed at the beginning of the war, it is
necessary, on account of the war still
prevailing that this statute should be re-
enacted. I regret that the Minister did
not give us some information in regard
to the work of the Commission. It is
apparent to even an outsider that, in
the early existence of the Commission,
they did an enormous amount of work
and on the whole, so far as one ean judge,
they did very good work. We are told
they made some very grave mistakes, and
perhaps this is correct. T can scarcely
imagine a board appointed for such a
purpose not making mistakes. If they
did not make mistakes, they wonld
probably not be a good board, hecause
they would have attempted nothing at all.
The Commission had to act promptly,
and it was work for which there was
probably no precedent, and it would not
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be surprising if they made mistakes, I
do not intend to eriticise the commission-
ers individually. I may have my own
opinions on that question, but it would
be unfair for me to take advantage of
my place in this House to criticise them
individually, because I have no accurate
personal knowledge of the work they
have done. Therefore it is all the more
regrettable that the Minister did not give
us some information as to whether the
Commission is necessary in the future.
There is no question that the Act is neces-
sary. If it was necessary at the begin-
ning of the war, it is necessary during
the continuance of the war. But, while
the Aect 1s necessary, I do not know
whether it is necessary to retain this
expensive Commission, which we are (old
costs zbout £4.000 a year, to administer
the Act in future. Surely the great bulk
of the work, if not the whole of it, must
have been already performed, and it is
- prebably only a matter of seeing that
the regulations and prices fixed are ob-
served in future. No doubt, there will be
a certain amount of detail to atlend to,
but, as has been suggested by the mem-
ber for Katanning, one commissioner
might probably be well able to carry
ont that duty. It is a time for economy,
and the Government should not locse any
opportunity of practising it. T should
say that the whole of the work could be
carried out in future by one eommissioner
and in that way we should be able to
save a third of the expense. 1 intend
to support the second reading of the
Bill, but when in Committee I will sup-
port an amendment in the direction
indicated.

Bfr. Male: Just as necessary as in the
past.

Mr. NAIRN (Swan) [515]: I take
very largely the same view as that just
expressed, with this exception, that we
agree that this Commission has done
very nseful and essential work.

The Minister for Lands: The expendi-
ture of £2,000 or £3.000 is a very small
amonnt compared with the valune of the
work done,
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Hon, J. D. Connolly: Is it necessary
in the future?

Mr. NAIRN : I am quite convinced
that the greater responsibility and the
greater burden of the work have already
been completed. I want to say emphati-
eally that I do not believe there is em-
ployment for three commissioners for
one day in the week at the present time
at £750 a year each. I am not going to
express any opinions as to what has
happened in the past or as to what ser;
vices have been rendered by this Com-
mission. Most of us have already formed
our own opinion on the subject. I am
convinced, at all events, that this work
to-day is not work which requires a
great amownt of expert knowledge. T
honestly believe that any reliable costing
clerk in anyv reputable warchounse in the
City would be capable of laying down a
reasonable basis at which the commodi-
ties were to be sold, It is purely a
matter of arriving at the cost in order
to see that these goods are not sold at an
exorbitant price, and at a price ai which
it has heen found neeessary to place themn
in the warehonses. In regard to the
larger issues, suech as bran, wheat, and
pollard, which run inte many hundreds
of thousands of pounds, the question of
price lhas already heen determined, so
that most of the work still to be done
will be in connection with foodstuffs. In
dealing with foodstuffs all that is re-
quired is a good knowledge of costing
work. To pay three commissioners to do
this for something like £2,000 a year

i§ma—
Mr. Taylor: Absurd.

Mr. NATRN: It is absurd; that is the
only word which can deseribe it, To say
the least of it, it is also extravagant. I
would not go as far as the hon, member
for Perth (Hon. J. D. Connolly) and say
that there should he only one Commis-
sioner. I do not think one Cormmissioner
could do the work, or would possess the
necessary amount of expert knowledge.
T think the three Commissioners might be
called together when necessary, and that
such necessily would not arise except in
extraordinary circumstances. Every one
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who has any knowledge of business affairs,
has by this time arrived at a pretty good
idea of what the Janding cost of any ar-
tiele is that comes to the State to-day.
Why, therelore, pay three Commissioners
sometling in lhe nature of £2,000 a year
in order to arrive af what we ¢an aseer-
tain- for ourselves by looking at our books
for a matter of three minutes. 1f {he
Minjster desires to have my voie on the
Bill T hope he will make it clear that lie
does oot intend permanently to pay these
three members of the Commission at the
rate of £2,000 a year.

My, FOLEY {Leonora) [5.17]}: In
su| porting the measure I must say I am
sorry to hear the leader of the Country
party bringing the personal element into
the debate. When the measure was pre-
viously before Lhis Chamber we were told
decidedly by the Premier that this was a
question which he wished the Flouse to
debate on non-party lines, and from the
point of view of having the interests of
the State at heart. He backed this up
by asking members ot the TTouse not of
the sare political belief as himself to re-
commetid men. A man was recommended,
and we bave heard the expressicn of opin-
ion of the Mimster to-dax that it
was not possible to get a belter man,
That being 5o, T think bis argument
in support of the action.of the Govern-
ment in that regard was o good one, and
refutes the statement of the leader of the
Cooulry party. In my opinion the argn-
ments used hy several hon. members this
aflernoon, that £750 a year for each of
the Commissioners is too mueh, are un-
tenable.

Mr. Thomson: It is three times that.

Mr, FOLEY: My belief is that there is
too much red-tapeism in the public ser-
vice to pay a man who honestly does his
work the amount which he really earns.
We mighi possibly get men from the eivil
service to-day to do the work, and T <lo
not say there are not men in the service
who are capable of performing the neces-
sary duties. Some hon. members have ex-
pressed the opinion that the members of
the Commission are being overpaid for
the work thev do. It appears to me that
few hon. members seem to have any real
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knowledge of what the Commissioners
accomplish.

My, Taylor: No one does.
Mr. FOLEY: They should bave

hrought some argument hefore this Cham-
ber to convince those who were support-
ing 1lie measure that these Commissioners
were being paid for something they did
not do, T contend if these Commisstoners
welt £750 a year each for their serviees
that they have well earned it.

Mr, Thomson: "That is a matter of
opinion,

Mr. Nairn: No one disputes that.

Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member for
Swan (Mr. Nairn) says that no one dis-
putes the fact that they have earned their
money, but in the course of his speech he
said that, as a business man, and as one
having a knowledge of business affairs,
there was not work for the Commission
for one day in the week.

Mrp, Nairn: And 1 repeat that,

My POLEVY: Tf they had uwui earned
their salaries——

Mr. Nairn: They have finished
work. Cannot you see that?

Mr. Grifliths: Past and present.

Mp. FOLEY : Why have not hon. mem-
bers brought something forward to show
thal they have compleied their labours?
I my opinion the work of the Commis-
sion to-day is of equal, if not move, im-
rortance Lo the State than it was when
the measure was first introduced. I cer-
tainly have criticised this Commission in
this Chamber, but T know this, that were
it left, at all events since the ineeption of
the war te the present time, for the law
of supply and demand to say what the
people should pay for the eommodities of
life, the man earning a small rate of
wage would not have much to spare fo-
dav aflter he had paid for these commo-
dities of life.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What commodi-
ties have they fixed the price for?

My, FOLEY: So far as general com-
moditics are concerned——

Hon. Trank Wilson: Very few prices
have been fixed; only about three,

AMr. Tavlor: Give us the items they have
reduced the cost of.

their
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Mr. FOLEY: When the hon. member
ceases inferrupting I will endeavour to
do so. 1 was going to say that if this
Commission has only reduced the price of
three ariicles the faet that it was in ex-
istence has prevented many business men
from exploiting not only the wage
earner—=

Mr, Tavlor: That is only a hald state-
ment,

My, FOLEY: But every class of man
who has to work for his living in this
State.

Hon. Frank Wilson : They are all wage-
earners.

Mr. FOLEY: As a proof of that, I
may say that in my own district recently
the Commission did exeeplionally good
work in respeet to the regulation of prices.
There was a misunderstanding as to the
price which was being paid for ene com-
modity, meat. Although there were eattle
grown in the district, they were bheing
sent to onfside centres, and the people in
the Leonora distriet were paying a very
high price for beef, certainly a higher
price than was being paid in Kalgoorlie.
The hon. member for Monnt Margaret
{Mr. Taylor) wanis to know what com-
modities the Commission have redr ad.
They have, for instance, reduced the rice
of meat, not to the detriment of :hose
people who were producing it, ~at the
business aecnmen which the me' sers of
the Commission possess enable ' .em fo so
arrange it as to allow the mar who grew
the meat and sold it to the pe ple to make
a fair thing and still lose no’ .ing from the
business point of view. A din, this Com-
mission have done excell’ .t work regard-
ing men who live in rey .te districts. Re-
cently freights were / sised on our rail-
ways, Every busind s man in outback
centres accordingly’, raised the price of
his commodities t'. a very greal extent,
and nsed as an ¢ ;gument that the rise in
freights had ¢a sed him to raise the price
of his articles to a very considerable ex-
tent.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Could we not
get the Commission on to the railway
freights®

Mr. FOLEY: The Commission went
into that phase of the question. T know
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for a solid fact that they took that matter
into consideration with {he vesalt that
{he people who were charging these in-
creased prices arve not charging them to-
day. T am not coneerned with (he metheds
they adopted (o bring these prices down.
I do say, however, that if this Comuis-
sion has now e¢nst the maximum amount
of £4,000 it 15 money well spent, and T
believe it can be said to have been respon-
sible for the saving of quite £20,000 to
the cilizens of the State, There is an-
other phase of the question which was
discussed by the leader of the Couniry
parly. Ie said that he thought they
onght to fix the minimum price for com-
modities, T want to remind him that
when the question of the price of sup-
plies was heing discussed in this 1ouse
on a previous ocension all that he and the
nembers who thought politieally with
lHm were concerned about was as to how
low a priee they could huy everything
for that was neecessary for them to get
their ereps in, They were reminded on
that oeccasion, and have since been re-
minded by the hon, memher for Pingelly
(Mr. Hickmott) of this fact, that it was
not so much a guestion of considering the
man who had the sluff to sell, but of con-
stdering the man who was in the unfor-
lunate position of wanling Lhe commodity
but having insufficient money with which
to buy it. Let lon. members take {hess
words to heart, I believe they were
spoken in earnest by the hon. member.
for Pingelly, and it was the thonght that
permeated the mmd of every member
that we wished fo proteet {hose who were
right down. Now, looking at it from the
point of view of the farmers and for
their benefit, becanse they have a valu-
able harvest coming to them they say,
“Take the whole thing away and let us
get as mueh as we ean.” The law of sup-
ply and demand

Mr. Thomson: That is what they have
eat.

Mr. FOLEY: They will get in any
case. I assure (he hon, member, who re-
presents the farming induostry, that if the
Commission for the eontrol of Lrade in
war time had not been in existence then
those few men in the State who had con-
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trol of the supplies would have been in
a very much better posilion to-day than
tliey aetually are. The fact was that the
Commission did ils work well, and did
not only conzider the mwan who had the
sfuff to sell, but its first consideration
was for the man who wanted the siuff
and only bad a litfle money with which
to jay for it. When I hear my hon,
friencs speak of supply and demand, 1
sometimes think they have not studied
the quesiion too closely.

Tlov. Frank Wilson: It is a
sound law, nevertheless.

Ale. FOLEY: 1 grant that, but I am
clad to think that this House—not the
Government, but this House—passed
sueh a Bill, resulting in greater advan-
tage to the State. The position would
have hcen mueh less advantageous if
those holding supplies had not been eon-
trolled by the Commission under the
principal Act. So far as the members of
the Commission are concerned, allliough
T have eriticised them, I consider good
work bas heen and is being done; and
thercfore T wish to see the measure re-
enacted.  The leader of the Country
party in conelnding said he would vote
against the Bill because the appointient
of a Commission at the present lime is
not neeessary, When (he leader of the
Oprosition asserted that the leader of
the Countrv parfy had used those words,
the former gentleman said that he did
not want the Commiss<ion but only wanted
a minimum fixed. I can assure the
leader of the Country party that he did
use those words, However, I have no in-
tention of indulging in tedious repetition.
My desire is that (he Bili shonld be ear-
ried, and that the entire subjeet should
he discussed without the inircduction of
any Jersonal element whatever,

Mr. CUXXNINGIHAM  (Greenouxl)
15527 T wish to zav a few words in
general sunport of the Uil Ujon the
declaration of war it was urged that a
measure of this kind was reeded tn rezu-
late prices, and I jersonally agree wilh
that contention. In the ast the farmers.
or at all evenis a seclion of them. have
had to suffer as much as anyone else has
suffered from the rvegulation of prices.

very

“8s, to land here.

‘to he considered.
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That is plain from the fact that the priee
of wheat was fixed at from 7s. to 7s. 4d.
per bushel, whilst imported wheat cost
The farmers have not
complained on that score, because they
recognise that, whilst a number of them
had produce to sell, another large section
were buyers; and the eonsnmer was also
Taking an all-round
view of the siualion, therefore, we held
that a measure of this kind was needed,
and we now consider that its existence
has been justified. With regard to the
Commission, the appointment of that
hody was justified because the provisions
of the measure conld not be carried into
effect in the nbsence of a hody to regulate
prices. I do neot think the eommissioners
receive more remuneration than either
their serviees or the duties of the position
entitle them to receive. We all know
that at the initiation of an undertaking
or a scheme there is far more trouble and
worry than after the affair has been got
into working order, T rive the tiewbers
of the Commission eredit for fearlessness
in their efforts to do the best they could
for the henefit of the people ns a whole.
The measure 15 still neeessary, beecausc
abnormal conditions are still prevailing.
Towever, the work of starting has now
been done; and on the question of sal-
aries T may point out that these were
fixed when money was freer and the
necessity for economy was not so acute.
In view of the altered condilions in the
two respeets I have mentioned, I think
the salaries might be somewhat reduced.
T shall vote for the second reading of the
BilL

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [5-35]: As
regards the Commission I agree with
the contention of the member for Swan
(Mr. Nairn) respecting economy. The
taunt was thrown out just now that we
farmers should have a soul above wheat.
In our turn, we might go on to taunt
the pastoralists with having no soul
above sheep; and the Minister from
whom the taunt came might be advised
io have a soul above his Parliamentary
allowance. In any case, it must be
admitted that it is very wise of the
farmers to keep their minds on wheat,
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When the harvest has beon garnered.
the Minisger for Lands will no doubt

have his mind very much on wheat, .

with & vew to repayment of the in-
debtedness of settlers, T am not against
the Commission as & Commission, nor
do I deny the necessity for its existence.

That necessity has at all events existed, |

although at the present time it is not so
pressing as it was in earlier doys. In
the administration of the mensure,
however, I, as representative of a soce-
tion to whom the greatest injustive has
been done—

Mr. Thomson: What was that ?

Mr, GRIFFITHS : I represent a soc-
tion of the community who have been
more unjustly dealt with than anyone
else has been, owing to the work of the
Commmission. The scandalous treat-
ment meted out to Mr. Whitfield of
Greenhills, who was at the time in a
weonk state of health, will be fresh in the
recollection of hon. members. Mr,
Whitfield was treated in a most arbitrary
fashion by a member of the Commission,
There is also the case of Mr. Marwick,
& justice of the peace and a former mem-
ber of our Upper Hou:e, who waa treated
with great indignity by the Commission.
Apart from drawing attention to these
two cases, ¥ have little to say. I be-
liave the measure is still necessary, but
I agree with the member for Swan that
considerations of economy should enter
into the question of remuncration.

Mr. MALE (Kimberley) [5-37]: I
have only a few words to say in sup-
porting tho passage of this Bill. A
good deal of adverse criticismn has been
passed on the measuro by members of
this House ; but it secems to me that a
large proportion of that criticism hasg
been dirccted against the personnel
of the Commission rather than against
the necessity for the Bill. When
war broke out it was considerad
necessary that such a measure should be
passed ; and I think the same necessity
a3 existed then exists to-day. Whilst
it might be difficult for the Minister to
show in detail the many works which
have been carried out by the Commission,
I think the memher for Leonora (Mr,
Foley) rather struck the key to the
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position when he said that the fact of
the oxistence of the Commission had
provented considerable abuses through-
ouf the State. IEven it the Commission
had not a great deal of actual work to
do, there is not the slightest doubt that
the fact of their having certain powers
given them has prevented abuses and
will continue to prevent abuses. The
personne!l of the Commission is not a
matter, 1 think, which should be dis-
cussed under this Bill at all. T myself
have come into contact with the mom-
bers of the Commigsion on many occas.
ions, and T will say for all the members
that I found them most considerate in
their work and that I think they have
worked well and faithfully and to the
best of their ability. I deplore the
fact that the individuals compoesing the
Commission should be the subjects of
general charges here, made in such a
manner that the commissioners are not
even able t0 defend themselves. Tt is
injudicious, in my opinion, that argu.
ments of that nature should be used in
the debate at all.  As to the proposal
to reduce the Commission in number, or
to appoint civil servants to the Com-
mission, I fail to see how civil servants
can be befter qualified to carry out the
work than are moen who have had ex-
perience of commereial life throughout
the State. On the contrary, 1 con-
sider that men of commereinl experionce
are far better qualified for the work than
civil servants can be. Possibly there
are in the c¢ivil service men qualified for
the work, provided they have had c¢om-
mercial experience previously to joining
the servico ; but I think we should he
better guided in forming the Commission
of men from outside. On the guestion
of salary, members were very emphatic
in urging economy ; but 1 desire to
stress this point—if we put men in re-
sponsible positions, we must pay thom
such salaries as to put them absolutely
above suspicion, ‘They must be re-
munerated in accordance with the re-.
sponsibility which they carry. In my
opinicn, it would be petty and unwise
to endeavour to get a Commission on
small selaries. I consider that £750 a
year ia not unreasonable for the work
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and responsibility which the members
of the Commission have to undertake.

Member : Can we afford it ?

Mr. MALE: It is not a guestion of
whether we can afford it. The question
is whether there is necessity for the
Commission, and, if so, whether we are
going to pay adequately the men who
are to carry out the duties of the Com-
mission, Would it be wise to make
appointments to the Commission a$
galaries of £100 a year? Could we
expect men accepting such salaries to
undertake the responsibilities which have
bepn placed on the shoulders of the
Commnission in controlling the trade of
the whole State ? The saving of a few
hundred pounds a year is a very small
matter as compared with the irnportance
of the work to be undertaken, and such a
saving would not be economy in the
right direction. 1 believe I am right in
gaying that the members of the Com-
mission not only act as controllers of
trade for the State, but also act as a
kinet  of v e Com-
monwealth, undertaking duties eonnect-
od with the Foceral Control of Trade
Conunigsion as well.

Mr. Smith: ees the Commonwealth
pay any of their salaries ?

Mr, MALXE : 1 presume not. Whether
the Conunonwealth ought to do so or
not, I am unable to say. I shall have
plessure in supporting the second read-
ing of the Bill, bvcause 1 consider the
megsure  necessary  in the abnornal
times in which we are living,

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt Margaret) {3--44]:
1 trust that the Minister, when replying
to the remarks of hon. members on the
sacond reading of this measure, will
be able to give & more detailed account
of the work done by the Commission
since their appointment. One cannot
but feel surprised when one hears mem-
bers extol the capacities of those con-
stituting the Commission. As a set
off against that, the member for Kim
berley {Mr. Mala) in no uncertain languege
voiced his belief that it was absolutely
impossible to find eivil servants com-
petent to sit on the Commission. That
was the opinion expressed by the member
for Kimberley, and that hon. member

(39]
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is considered by a large section of the
commercial community of Western Aus
tralia to be a business man of no mean
order. He tells us that we need to get
men from outside to act as commissioners
on this board. But it is indeed refreshing
for me to remind that hon. member that
one of those Commissioners, Mr. S8impson,
has been a civil servant for many years
and more than that, the other members
of the board made him their chairman.

Hon. Frank Wilson : The Government
appointed the Chairman.

Mr. TAYLOR : Then the Government
must have thought that Mr. Simipson,
the civil servant, was a capable man for
the position. When tho Bill was brought
down originally it was received by the
House with open arms.

Hon. Frunk Wilson: With grave con-
cern.

Mr. TAYLOR : It was then considered
that we were confronted with great
difficulties arising out of the drought.
There was a shortage in 2l agiwudiiural
areas of seed wheat, fodder, wheat for
gristing purposes and all other eom-
modities. The Bill was brought in
because of this difficulty and because of
the danger of an inorease in the price

of supplies. The measure is now nar-
rowed down. It really only deals with
foodstuffs.

The Minister for Lands :
the food of the community.

Mr. TAYLOR: The larger items,
such as soft goods and ironmongery, are
not touched at all by the Bill.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, they
ara. :

Mr. TAYLOR: The D3Minister then
should have stated that in submitting
the Bill. We have seen reports of the
Commission published in the Press and
we have' secn published the comments
of others side by side with tliose reports.
Taking the bulk of the people, one inust
realise that the board has gone a long
way towards justifying its existence, but
there is hardly the same justification to-
day for three commissioners to continue
to regulate the prices of commodities
which come within their purview. All
the work can easily he done now by one
man and if k- work increased there

It dwals with
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would atill be the power to give assist-
ance. One Commissioner would have
just as much power as three.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Govern-
ment have power to appoint one Com-
missioner if they like.

Mr. TAYLOR: According to what
the Minister has stated he intends to
continue the appointment of the three
Commissioners and it is for Parliament
to state whether the three are necessary.
The country in its present finencial
condition cannot stand unnecessary ex-
penditure. The functions of this Com-
mission have been ¢ut down go much
because of the good season which is in
view that they will have nothing to do ex-
cept to deal with the food supply, and
I am of opinion that one man could
regulate the prices in the next 12 months.
I hope the Minister when he replies will
give us some details of the work the
Commission has performed in the past.

*Mr. ALLEN (West Perth} [5:52]1
While 1 agree that the measure was
necessary in the past, bevause of the bad
times we were pasgsing through on account
of both the drought and the war, T am
much in doubt as to whether we are
justified in continuing the operation
of the Bill now that the drought is no
longer with wus, and because of the
efforts we are making to exercise
economy. There have been three Com-
missioners at work, each drawing £750
per annum, but that is only & portion
of the expense to which the State has
been subjected. The Minister when re-
plying should give us some idea of the
cost of the Commission. The heavier
portion of the work of the Commission
has been completed and now that a
good season is assured, and wo are prac-
tically self-contained so far as food
supplies are concerned, there should not
be quite so much work for the Commis-
sion to perform. Wo are urging the
Government to economise in every direc-
tion and here is the opportunity to
exercise what we have been advocating.
I sm satisfied that if it is necessary to
continue the Commission, one gentleman
cen without any great difficulty carry
out the duties.

.Commission
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson—Guildford—in reply)
[5:85): I am rather inclined to think
that some members have confused this
with a board which was
appointed under another Act. The
Grain end Foodstuff Board was appointed
more particularly to look after the
producers, to0 see that the {farmers
got seed wheat at a rcasonable price
and to generally regulate things. That
work has been accomplished and a Bill
i3 now before us to bring the operations
of that board to an end. There were
three members of that board and they
were fully occupied until their work was
completed. The measure now beforo
the House is a totally different one.
The Commission§in question has been
appointed principally to protest the
interests of the econsumer and I want to
appeal to hon. members to recognise
that, I was sorry to hear the narrow
view taken by the leader of the Country
Party, who thought that consideration
should be extended to the producer and
that we should fix the minimum price.
Surely Parliament owes a duty to the man
who has to buy. We are desling now
with a Commission which has been
regulating the price of the daily bread
of the general community, and because
there has not been & great deal of fuss
and wrangling lately, members hawve
come to the conclusion that no work is
being done. The members of the Com-
mission are fully occupied. Day after
day they are devoting all their attention
to their work. It has been said that
the work could be done by one man.
That is totally impossible. We cannot
regulate in Perth the prices for the whole
State. Only to-day Mr. Rae left for the
Murchison in order to see whether the
storckespers and business people are
over-charging the consumers, Hon.
members fuil to realise the magnitude
of the task they would set the members
of the Commission by asking them to
regulate the prices from DPerth. How
could they sit in Perth and regulate
prices that would apply to Leonora
and Lawlers * It is necessary for them
to aequire local knowledge before they
can fix prices. The members of the Com-
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mission have lately been to Leonora
and fixed the prices there, and generally
speaking things ere going along smoothly
in all the centres they have visited.
Lately there were complaints from the
Murchison about the prices which were
being charged in some of the towns.
These c¢omplaints are now receiving
attention, and while Mr. Rae is on the
Murchison, Mr. Bath may be in some
other part of the State, while the Cheir-
men is remaining in Perth where his
presence is always required. The Chair-
man must always be on the spot end he
is constantly coming into contaet with
individual traders. For instance, & letter
may be received complaining of the
action of a trader in overcharging con-
sumers. That trader is brought up
and his affairs are investigated and he is
then told what he might do. If that
trader does not comply voluntarily with
the request of the Commission, the Com-
mission then has the power to fix the
price and seo that the consumer is
adequately protected. Take the Rguree
of vhe isader of the Country party, who
over-estimated the expenditure at £4,000.

Mr. Willmott : I do not think I over-
estimated it.

Mr, Allon : What has it cost ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
cannot. give the exact figures. I think
they have only & secretary, who is short-
hand writer and typist, and does all
their correspondence.

Mr. Willmott : And a clerk in addi-
tion; 1 think £4,000 a very modest
. estimate.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: At
all events, those points cen be raised when
- on the Estimates, where provision is
made for the cost of administration
generally.  But, take the £4,000. What
is that ecompared with the value of the
work done in regulating prices for
300,000 people ? The Commiasion deals,
not with any one section, but with the
whole of the community, and with all
the neccessaries of life. Assuredly, a
cost of £4,000 for keeping down prices
and allowing us as 8 community to
get along as well as we have done,
is very little indeed. The figures in
Knibbs show that the conditions in
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Western Australia are far better than
in any other part of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Smith: It does not follow that
the Commission is responsible for that.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: In-
deed, practically all the credit for this
result is due to the Commission. If we
have not the Commission to regulate the
prices, how is it to be done ?  The
CGovernment could not do it, for it would
be utterly impossible for Ministers to
devote attention to the vohune of detail
inseparable from the work, in addition
to which they would be lacking in the
necessary experionce. One hon. member
asked, “ why not get some civil servant
to do the work P’ I question whether
we have any man in the service with the
necessary experience ; even the chairman
of the Commission has not that exper-
ience which would enable him to regu-
late prices in such a manner as o prevent
friction between the retailer and the
consumer. As A metter of {avi, the
credit of abmost all the work performed
by the Commission is dus to Mr, Rae,
whose experience has been of vast im-
portance. It is true that Mr, Rae has
been subjected to some criticism, but
that was chiefly in regard to fixing the
price of wheat, which, possibly, was a
little out of his line. Even supposing
he did make » mistake in that respect,
the difficulty was overcome immediately
the other board was appointed, because
they at once accepted that responsibility,
and Mr. Rae was able to dovote all his
attention to the other matters coming
within the scope of the Commission.
I desire to pay & special tribute to Mr.
Rae. We have had this Cornrission be-
fore Cabinet on nunerous occasions, and
the amount of detail supplied by Mr.
Rae, and the masterly way he dealt with
the questions under consideration, proved
to us that we had in him e very valuable
man indeed, and one who had rendered
invaluable service to the consumers of
the State. It has been asked, why I do
not give full details ? Repeatedly re-
ports of the Commission have been pub-
lished in the Press and, as everyone has
had an opportunity of reading those re-
porte, I did not think it necessary to
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arm myself with the wealth 'of detail
concerning the operations of the board.

Mr, Allen: Do you not think that Mr.
Rae, as one Commissioner, would be
sufficient ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
do not think so. We have a good Com-
mission.  The chairman has an inti-
mate knowledge of Government methods
and of the public service, which is neces-
sary to the work of the Commission.
Mr. Rae has o commanding knowledge
of commerce, and Mr. Bath an excellent
knowledgo of industrial effairs, and a
atrong sympathy with the consumers’
point of view. I do not think we could
improve the Commission.

Mr. Allen: Is there no reduction of
expenditure which you can suggest ?

THE MINTSTER FOR LANDS : Even
if it be £4,000 a year I think the ex-
penditure is fully justified. Tt is a
small matter when we consider the
value of the result achieved and the
enormous saving to the general con-
sumer.

Mr. Thomson : Would it not be suffi-
cient to have the Act without the Com-
mission ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
would be of no use having the Act un-
less we had the Commission to attend
to the details, If iz owing to the able
administration of the Act that we have
achieved the results referred to. The
Act has been copied in every State of
Australia. It has gerved to prove con-
clusively that in consequence of the

- Commission’s administration. we in
Waestern Australia have had far greater
advantages than they have had in other
parts of the Commonwealth.

Mr, Allen : Is there no room for economy
in regard to this Comrnission ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
would not care to reduce the remuner-
ation paid, nor do T think it would be
wise to interfers with the personnel of
the Commission.  As the leader of the
Opposition suggested, if it was found
the work was falling off, Mr. Rae and Mr.
Bath would be the two first men to draw
attention to it. Only to-day, Mr. Rae
emphasised to me the enormous amount
of work in hand at present, and I am
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prepared to trust those men to come
nlong and tell us immediately the work
falls off, so that the Government may
dispense with their services. As long as
they say their services are necessary to
the protection of the consumer the
Government will not care to interfere
with them. We are getting excellent
results and should be satisfied.

Mr. Allen: Did you ever know of a
man declaring thet his services were not
required ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
I have known a man report that the
work in which he was engaged was
completed, and I am satisfied that both
Mr. Rao and Mr. Bath would immediately
notify the Government it they thought
their services shonld bo dispensed with.
The Bill asks only that the Act shall be
continued another 12 months., If before
that time the Commission is found to be
unnecessary, the Covernment can dis-
pense with it. Let me draw the atten-
tion of the leader of the Country party
to what will happen after the Industries
Assistance Board ceases to guarantee
the farmers to the storekeepers. In the
existing condition of affairs the board
has an opportunity of reviewing prices
and seeing that tho storckeeper is not
unduly penalising the farmers.

Mr. Willmott : You are not guarantee-
ing the country storekeepers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
are.

Mr. Willmott : They say you are not.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
are paying the country storekeepers,
and the hon. member should know it.
Owing to the Governmnent guarantesing
payment, the farmer can go to Boan
Bros. or Foy & Gibson and get his com-
modities to-day. But when the Indus
tries Assistance Bosrd ceases to guarantee
payment, the farmers will have to go to
the country storekeepers, who will then—
unless the Act is re-enacted—have a
glorious chance of fleecing the farmer.

Mr. Heitmann: The country store-
keepers have stood pretty well by the
farmers thus far.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : From
the farmers’ point of viow the necessity
for this measure will be greater in the

We
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uture than it has been in the past,
for when the Industries Assistance Board
ceases to guarantee the farmer, the farmer
will have to deal with the country store-
keeper, who will be able to charge what
he likes, unless the Control of Trade
Commissioners are there to protcet him.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

etcelera.

Mr. Holman in the Chair ; the Ministor
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause l—apgreed to.

Clause 2—Continuance of Act until
30th September, 1916 :

Mr. WILLMOTT : The Bill is a re-
enactment and therefore it is of no use
our objecting to the appointment of
three Commissioners. It is useless to

In Commiliee,

argue.
Clause put and passed.
Bill reported without amendment ;

the report adopted.

Read & third timc and transmitted
w the Council.

BILLS (2) RETURNED FROM
THE COUNCIL.
1, Goverunment Electric Worka
Amendment (without amendment).
2, Roads Act Amendment and Can-
tinuation (with amendimoents).

Act

House adjourned at 6-17 p.m.

[40]
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m.. and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Harbour
and Light Department, report for year
e lel 50th June, 1915, 2, Water Supply
z.ad Sewerage Department, amendment of
by-laws, 3, Resslubns adopting model
by-laws by {a) South Perth municipal
couneil, and (b) Broad Arrow, (¢} Mul-
lewa district, and {d) Dumbleyung roads
boards.

ASSENT TQ BILLS,

Meszage from the Governor received
and read assenting te the following
Bills:—

; Enemy Contracts Annuiment.
3, Bread Act Amendment.

3, Newcastle-Bolgart Railway Exten-

sion.

—

QUESTION — POWELLISING
AGREEMENT.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL asked the Col-
onial Secretary: 1, On what date did
the agreement hetween the Minister for
Works and the Powellising Company
come into operation as regards the pay-
ment of royalty for the use of the eom-
pary’s proecess by the Government? 2,
On what date was this agreement laid
apon the Table of the Legislative Assem-
bly? 3, What is the total amount of
royalty paid under this agreement up to



